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P R O F E S S I O N A L  P R O F I L E  

Ms. Susan Pastula is an epidemiologist with more than 25 years of experience conducting research in 

occupational, environmental, cancer, nutrition, and pharmacoepidemiology. Ms. Pastula has worked in various 

settings, including industry, university, and consulting. She has performed systematic literature reviews and meta-

analyses of scientific literature on various topics, including per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), asbestos, 

elongated mineral particles, nitrates, red meat and coffee consumption, and medical devices. She has conducted 

studies of community environmental exposures and supported pharmaceutical drug development. Early in her 

career, Ms. Pastula assisted with the conduct of a cohort mortality study of occupational exposure and cancer in a 

manufacturing environment. In the role of an industry epidemiologist, Ms. Pastula also oversaw third-party 

researchers conducting union/company-sponsored mortality studies of specific occupations and processes. She 

was involved in developing an in-house health-data analysis tool for surveillance and regulatory reporting, including 

company-wide training of safety and health professionals, as she also analyzed employee healthcare usage and 

injury data for adverse outcomes. 

Ms. Pastula holds a Master of Public Health degree, has published multiple articles in the peer-reviewed literature, 

and regularly presents at scientific conferences. 
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S E L E C T E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  E X P E R I E N C E  

Performed and managed systematic literature reviews for topics that included health effects of PFAS exposure, 

health effects of nitrate-contaminated drinking water, risk of cancer with occupational asbestos exposure, cancer 

risks with consumption of red meat and coffee, and adverse outcomes of metal-on-metal hip replacements and 

inferior vena cava filters. 

Managed an extensive literature review and meta-analysis of occupational asbestos exposure and multiple cancer 

sites, with a focus on cancer risk by occupation. This included recoding multiple national labor codes into 

meaningful categories for analysis. Continued to update the meta-analyses with current literature to support 

litigation efforts. 

Updated and expanded a landmark analysis of the comparison of potency of asbestos fiber types for mesothelioma 

to include more recent literature, as well as the addition of other elongated mineral particles such as talc, taconite, 

and vermiculite. This effort included obtaining and revising the original authors’ statistical coding in R to calculate 

updated and new potency factors. 

Used SEER, census-tract, and state environmental protection department data to evaluate childhood cancer 

incidence in a community with exposure to fracking operations. 

Used hospital discharge data from the National Inpatient Sample, Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project, and the 

Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality databases to examine the prevalence, severity, and cost of 

hospitalizations for respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) compared to pneumonia and influenza in adults. Also led an 

analysis of an internal convenience sample of laboratory data from the client’s surveillance system to characterize 

adult RSV patients, including genotypes and surface proteins, to inform the client’s development of monoclonal 

antibody treatment for RSV. 

Assisted with a meta-analysis of the association between red and processed meat and multiple cancer sites for 

review by the International Agency for Research on Cancer. Analyses were performed using the Comprehensive 

Meta-Analysis software tool. 

Assisted with a systematic review of coffee consumption and multiple health outcomes in support of Proposition 65 

litigation efforts in California. 

Assisted with the conduct of a cohort mortality study of occupational exposure and cancer in a manufacturing 

environment. Performed mortality tracing of cohort subjects, managed a large data set using SAS, and conducted 

life-table analyses. 

Participated in the development of an in-house injury and illness surveillance tool to support required OSHA 

industry reporting, as well as influence the design of future manufacturing processes to minimize injuries and 

related costs. Trained safety and health professionals across the country in data analysis using the tool. 

Maintained a large company mortality database, including mortality tracing and death certificate coding. Oversaw 

third-party researchers conducting union/company-contracted mortality studies using this data set. Conducted 

analyses of company healthcare usage and workplace injuries using SAS. 
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assessment (CIA) research: A pilot study in San Antonio, Texas. International Society of Exposure Science Annual 
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US infant Medicaid population extends beyond the inpatient setting. Poster 192, International Society for 
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Garabrant D, Pastula S. Asbestos and EMP fiber potency analysis. Abstract, Oral Presentation, Monticello 

Conference, Charlottesville, VA, October 2017. 
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