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P R O F E S S I O N A L  P R O F I L E  

Dr. Leslie Rylander comes to ToxStrategies’ Food and Consumer Products practice following a career of more 
than three decades with a global manufacturer of consumer, over-the-counter health and beauty products. During 
the first half of her tenure, she assessed the safety of new ingredients, technologies, and formulations of beauty 
products (personal cleansing, hair care) and over-the-counter health-care products at a global scale. 
Subsequently, she helped establish a corporate department responsible for global product safety surveillance and 
served at an executive level in safety surveillance and analysis. Her most recent work focused on exposures of 
children to liquid laundry detergent packs—work that she presented to professional organizations in the United 
States and Europe and that was published in the literature under non-company authorship.1 
Dr. Rylander was certified in General Toxicology by the American Board of Toxicology from 1990 through 2015. 

E D U C A T I O N  A N D  D E G R E E S  E A R N E D    

1986 Ph.D., Pharmacology/Toxicology, University of Arizona, Tucson 

1984 M.S., Toxicology, University of Arizona, Tucson 
1979 B.S., Biochemistry, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN 

 
1  Yin S, Colvin J, Behrman A. 2018. Single-use laundry detergent pack exposures in children under 6 years: A prospective 

study at U.S. poison control centers. J Emerg Med 55(3):354–365. 
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S E L E C T E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L  E X P E R I E N C E  

Tox ico log ica l  R isk  Assessment  

Assessed the toxicity of surfactants, perfumes, skin care polymers, peptides, and oral care inactive ingredients 
(whiteners, polymers). 
Designed and directed nonclinical studies to assess ingredient and/or product hazard associated with allergenicity 
(dermal), irritancy (dermal, oral mucosa, and ocular), subchronic dermal exposure, and mutagenicity. 

Performed safety assessments associated with dermal, oral, mucosal, and nasal exposure to household cleaning 
products, personal cleansing products, oral care products, and OTC health-care products. 
Designed and directed in vitro hazard assessment using skin penetration models. 

Designed and directed safety-in-use clinical studies to support marketing of personal care products (bar soaps, 
facial cleansers, shampoo). 

I ndust r ia l  Hyg iene,  Product  Adu l te ra t ion ,  Product  C lean ing Va l ida t ion  

Determined allergenicity (respiratory) associated with polymer handling in manufacturing, including pre-clinical 
testing and protein analysis. 
Assessed acceptable human exposure to manufacturing contaminants in finished products. 
Determined acceptable residue of cleaning products on manufacturing equipment. 

Globa l  Product  Sa fe ty  Surve i l l ance and Ana lys is  

Established best practice for globally compliant consumer product safety surveillance (SOPs, procedures, data 
system upgrade, and training). 
Provided technical oversight and guidance for safety signal detection (detection, evaluation, documentation, 
action plan).  
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